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October 27, 2021 – Equinox Gold Corp. and Orion Mine Finance Group are pleased 
to be celebrating the start of full-scale construction to build Greenstone Mine in 
Geraldton, Ontario. Developed as a 60/40 partnership by Equinox Gold and Orion, 
Greenstone Mine will be one of the largest gold mines in Canada, producing more 
than 400,000 ounces of gold annually for the first five years and more than five 
million ounces of gold over an initial 14-year mine life. 

Greenstone Mine is fully permitted to start major construction activities and has Long-
term Relationship Agreements in place with five Indigenous partners: Animbiigoo 
Zaagi’igan Anishinaabek, Aroland First Nation, Ginoogaming First Nation, Long Lake 
#58 First Nation and the Métis Nation of Ontario.

Development of Greenstone Mine will provide an important economic boost 
and bring long-lasting benefits to communities in Northern Ontario. Greenstone 
Mine will provide 800 local and 1,300 regional jobs during construction and 500 
jobs during operations and will create numerous indirect and support business 
opportunities, helping to accelerate economic recovery from COVID-19 and 
enhance growth in the region. During development and operations Greenstone 
Mine is expected to make more than C$3 billion in Ontario purchases, and will 
pay more than C$1 billion in Provincial and Federal taxes over its initial 14-year 
mine life.  

Construction Plan

Early works activities have been underway since March 2021, with a focus on 
detailed engineering, roadworks and tree clearing, completing temporary facilities 
including construction offices, the temporary lodging facility and temporary 
water effluent treatment plant, procurement of long-lead items and awarding 
initial construction contracts. More than 40% of the contract value to date has 
been awarded to Indigenous businesses or partnerships. 

With full-scale construction underway, on-site activities will shift to construction of major project infrastructure including 
the process plant, a power plant and the tailings management facility. The development plan also includes realignment 
of a portion of Highway 11, which will provide better access to the residents of Geraldton, and relocation of existing 
infrastructure including a Hydro One electrical substation and distribution lines, the Hydro One Geraldton Operations 
Centre and an Ontario Provincial Police Detachment. 

The Greenstone Mine plan contemplates approximately two years of construction and six months of commissioning. 
Mining is expected to commence in the fourth quarter of 2022 with first gold pour targeted for the first half of 2024. 

Full-scale construction of Greenstone Mine is underway!
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Greenstone Gold Mines
Creating Opportunities Through Responsible Mining
Greenstone Gold Mines’ vision is to responsibly and safely 
mine gold to create economic opportunities and long-term 
benefits for both our business and local communities. We 
believe that active engagement with Indigenous groups and 
local communities enhances the sustainability and profitability 
of the mine, and that environmentally responsible mining 
will positively contribute to the economic development of 
communities in the region. 

Greenstone Mine will provide 800 local jobs and 1,300 regional 
jobs during construction, 500 jobs during operations, and 
create numerous business opportunities. Development of 
Greenstone Mine will help to accelerate economic recovery 
from COVID-19 and support growth in the region, bringing 
long-lasting benefits to Northern Ontario.

Equinox Gold, Orion and the Greenstone Mine team are 
committed to constructing and operating Greenstone Mine 
safely, ethically and responsibly and will continue to work 
in a spirit of partnership with Indigenous communities, the 
Municipality of Greenstone, and local and regional communities 
to realize opportunities in business ventures, training and 
education, employment and community development. 

Christian Milau, CEO of Equinox Gold: “We thank our 
Indigenous partners, the Municipality of Greenstone and the 
Government of Ontario for their support of the project and 
look forward to working with Orion, our Indigenous partners, 
the Municipality of Greenstone and other stakeholders in the 
region to build a gold mine that can be considered an industry 
example for responsible mineral development.”  

The Honourable Greg Rickford, Ontario Minister of Northern 
Development, Mines, Natural Resources and Forestry and 
Minister of Indigenous Affairs: “Greenstone Mine will be an 
economic driver for Northwestern Ontario and is the latest in 
a series of recent success stories in Ontario’s mining sector—
successes that our government is proud to support. This project 
will bring good paying jobs and prosperity to northern and 
Indigenous communities in the region.”

Greenstone Mine Infrastructure
• Process plant consisting of a crushing circuit, grinding 

circuit, pre-leach thickening and leaching, carbon-in-pulp 
circuit, carbon elution and regeneration, electrowinning and 
gold refining, and tailings disposal

• Tailings management facility with downstream design

• Water management facilities including a series of runoff 
and seepage collection ponds that will direct all contact 
water, surface runoff and underground workings water to 
the centralized mine water collection pond and effluent 
water treatment plant, as well as the potable water, sewage 
systems and fire systems required to safely operate the mine 

• Power plant that will connect by pipeline to the TC Energy 
Canadian Mainline

• Additional infrastructure including site access and haul 
roads, a workshop and maintenance facility, warehousing and 
administration buildings, explosives and reagent storage, fuel 
storage and distribution, a recycling and sorting facility, and 
site security

Project History 
• 1938-1970: More than three million ounces of gold mined in 

the region 

• 2008: Premier Gold acquires the Hardrock Property

• 2015: Premier Gold forms a partnership with Centerra Gold

• 2016: First feasibility study to develop the mine

• 2018-2019: Federal and Provincial Environmental 
Assessments approved

• 2020: Updated feasibility study 

• April 2021: Equinox Gold acquires Premier Gold and Orion 
acquires Centerra’s interest. Greenstone Gold Mines becomes 
a 60/40 partnership between Equinox Gold and Orion 
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